Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes
English Horn

2 Clarinets in Bb
Bass Clarinet

2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon
4 Horns in F

4 Trumpets in Bb
3 Trombones
Tuba

The Explorers

A Symphonic Essay for Orchestra

By

Brian K. Shepard
ASCAP

Instrumentation
Timpani
Percussion 1
Snare Drum, Vibes, Xylophone, 3 Tom-toms

Percussion 2
Triangle, 2 Woodblocks, Bells, Tam-tam

Percussion 3
Suspended Cymbal, Tambourine, Chimes

Percussion 4
Crash Cymbals, Bass Drum

Harp
Strings

Score in C

Performance Time: Approximately 15 minutes



Program Note

The Explorers was inspired by the many ocean-going expeditions that crossed the globe
during the age of exploration. The piece celebrates the adventurous spirit of all men and
women whose exploits challenge us to better ourselves, and the world in which we live.

Beginning with a fanfare and contrapuntal march, the expedition receives a royal send-off.
As the sailors put out to sea, the fanfare fades into the distance and is replaced by the
monotonous sounds of the ocean. Soon, a lone singer, represented by the solo horn, begins a
song of hope, albeit a hope tinged with fear and anxiety. As the ship moves further into the
unknown, those fears and anxieties grow even stronger.

To raise spirits, there is an attempt at merrymaking. After a few false starts, the previous
horn melody is transformed into a lively sailor’s dance, which growing more and more
raucous, keeps the sailors from noticing the brewing storm until it has already engulfed
them. Just as the storm appears to be reaching its height, land is sighted. Trumpets sound
the call, and soon all join in the shouting.

With the storm abated, and smooth sailing ahead, the crew, using a countermelody from the
opening march, offers a hymn of thanksgiving. As they begin to realize the importance of
their feat, the sailor’'s hymn becomes jubilant and triumphant as the explorers celebrate their
victorious passage through the unknown.
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